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HIS Conference being imagi- 
narily Scened, and yet really 
performed ont of the Treaſure 
of a very great Miniſter of State s Ca- 

parity ; it was thought fit to be pub- 

liſhed now, and not before, becauſe 
that reſpe& ought to be payd to the 

Secret of his Majeſtie's Afﬀairs, ſo 
as nothing ſhould anticipate the 
King's own labours, to give the peo- 

ple ſatisfaGion in 13s due time touch- 
ing the tender care that He is praci- 
onſly pleaſed to take of all bis SubjeGis 
in point of Honour, Safety, Freedom, 
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To the Reader. 


| Vnipn, and Commerce : which no? 


thing: could mores advance than the 
Concluſun of the 'T reaty newly made 
betwixt England and the States of 
the United-Provinces; which with- 
out flattery may be demonſtrated to 


' men of underſtanding to aim at no- 


thing but the Good of his $ ubjefs in 
general, exempt from all manner of 
private Intereſt whatſoewer. Bleſ- 


ſed be God then that it is ſo happily 


cencladed ; and that we hawe a 
KING whom nothing can ever alic- 
nate from the true Intereſt of bis 
Realms, nor no corrupt Counſellour 
(let him be thought to be never ſo 
powerful or crafty inorder to his own 
Adwantages) prevent the Wiſdom 
and the Integrity of ſuch a Prince 
from prevailing above all the Artife- 
ces and Frauds of thoſe who would 
| perſwade 
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perſwade the Nation, (were they, 
competentMaſiers of their Art exonoh 


ſo to do) that thoſe Counſellours who 


are zot intereſted can be leſs prudent 
or ſucceſsful than ſuch as did make it 
their buſineſs to appropriate all to 
themſelves, and nothing to their Ma- 


fter. The French King 7s much com- 


mended for his Parts and A&ivity: 
bat letus ſee him out=-do the King of 
England in this particular of the 
T reaty, both in conraoe and conduG, 

and then 1 ſball be api t0 attribute þis 
Grandeur as mneb to natural Abili- 


. ties as extraordinary Fortune, but 


not before. 
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FrxEE CONFERENCE 


Touching 
The preſent State of ENGLAND, 
Both at home and abroad : 


In order to the Deſigns of 


FRANCE 


_ 


Mi. 


HE Adventure which happened 
unto me lately is of ſoextraordina- 
ry a nature, and contains ſo many 
important Diſcoveries in relation 
to the publick Good in its Progreſs,that 
ſhould prove defetive towards my Coun- 
trey, if I did not candidly publiſh all the 
Paſſages, both touching the Occaſion,and 
the Effets of what followed from this 
Accident. | 

Know then, that a Peer of the Realm 
of Zrgland, and one whoſe Merit, Qua- 
| litys 


4 The Intereſt of England 
tity 9 and the Place which he holds in the 
Admitiiſtration of the Aﬀairs of the King- 
dom are remarkable z did invite ſundry 
of, his Lordſhip s beſt friends to a magni- 
ficent Fcaſt, and among the reſt he had 
the kindneſs not ro omit me out of the 
number: where the excellence of the 
Chear which he made to his Gueſts, af- 
| tera moſt noble manner , put the whole 
Company inro ſuch a refined humour of 
converling together, that the Entertain- 
ment was bur one intire pleaſing Debate, 
how to expreſs our compleat enjoying 
of cach other, I was not wanting with 
the uttermoſt of vigour and ſolace to 
vphold the Genius of this Conference. 
Bat as the freeſt ſpeakets do commonly 
come by the worſt in diſcourſe, and*are 
the ſooneſt expoſed ro enterfiering 
Jaſhes; I found my (elf to be attacqued 
in {o many places ar once with the ſwifc- 
neſs of other mens reaſons and wits, who 
held the oppoſite Arguments, thar 
although I were ſomething heared , yer 
there remained unto me preſence of 
mind enough ( and ſucceſs of Intervals ) 
$0 get inlenlibly out of the Preſs, ay 
TE 


' ep reference tothe French Deſigns. J_. 


the Diſorder and Confuſion lated 
( which is uſual at ſach Meetings 9 into 
another Room, [I retired then, purſuing 
rhe opportunity,into a fairGallery,which 
ſurpriſed my Eyes with the rich Orna- 
ments wherewith it was furniſhed ; bur 
not without trouble neither, aud a Cue 
riolity beyond the Opticks of the place, 
which increaſed there ; ſo as I was di- 


| verted from any farther conſideration of 


the Furniture, becauſe the place ſeemed 
tO lie too nec the Enemy, to dwell any 
lopger upon thoſe Obje&s, Wherefore 
I went into another Chamber hard by, 
which inſtantly filled me with new Ape 
prehenſions, by the means of ſeveral 
large Looking-Glaſſes hanging on the 
Walls; which (ſhewed me my own pro» 
per Figure at ſength on every (ide, and 


from thence imprinted in my wounded 


Imagt 1a.ion as many Adverſaries as there 
were angular Reflexions out of each 
Mirrour ; that appcared to purſue me ſo 
furiouſly, that I ran en violently, with 
my head forwards, in order to ſome 
Eſcape, to the door of another Cham. 
ber adjoyning thereunto , which oped 
| wit 


B- 


. A The Intereft of England 


with} ſuch reſiftance, when I thrift 
againſt it, asif it had been forced wich 
a Petard : And thus falling in the ar- 
tempr, I was foliunned, that it was a 
good while after before I could come 
ro My ſeit again, Bur atlaſt having part- 
ly recovered my ſpirits, I was ſurpriſed 
with a ircfh aſtoniſhment , as much ama- 
Zing me as the former had done that I 
repeated : For whenl began to open my 
eyes haif way, finding thatrill then they 
had been altogether unuſeful ro me, I 
attribured the diforder to want of 
Sight, often feeling, in regard of the 
darkneſs of the Room, to try whether 
they. were ſtill in my head or nor, Yer 
perceiving , betwixt diſcerning and 
doubting, that all I affaycd of this kind 
was tO no purpoſe ; after having deplored 
rhe bitterneſs of an immaginary loſs, I 
groped on. more and more in the dark, 
uaril I chanced to come to an Alcone, 
where feeling with my hands I took fat 
hold upon the Alone, and graſped the 
Pillar of a Bed , which had I not lighte 


upon, I muſt have fallen the ſecond 


eime, For, thruſting bard againſt mm 
| E 
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the Poſts, the Counter-ſtroak of! the 
Wood threw me all along into the mid- 
die of a Couch, where I remained ſtretch» 
ed forth like a. Coarſe withour any moz 
tion, in the ſame pollure of a precipitate 
Swoon, And then ir was that the ya- 
pours of my body, which were dilturb- 
ed by the ficſt miſtake, confuſedly did 
ſtir through all the parts In the agitated 
flugnancy of a torm ; though by degrees 
growing to be undecerved, Sleep, which 
appeaſerh all the Mutinies in humane 
creatures, did naturally and more agree- 
ably ſciſe upon ny Faculties, and come» 
pole the Tempeſt with perfe& tranquil- 
lity of Mind and animal Operations, 'as 
if I had never been fo diſcompoſed, Tis 
impoſible to tell you how long I conti- 
nued 1n the ſtate of this /zterregoum be- 
twixt life and death, nor what care the 
Company took to learn what was be- 
come of me, bur in vain ; blaming me for 
having lefe them, or rather the Var bez 
gun, uſing all forts of means to find 
where I was, and bring me back to the 
Combate, | | 

I ſhall only tell you by the way, thar 

about 


y Rrange Diforder, and Prect- 
Pltated Flight from them 
MY EYES Once More, to 


| de better known than 
th: ir Names, and the im 
Intereſts ia the State 


_— ——— 
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74 reference tothe French D-fgns, . + 
now to ſay of thoſe particulars, betaufs 
1 am ſtritly obliged not to reveal *them, 
Theſe Strangers the Maſter of the Houſe 
did very civilly introduce into the 


Chamber, who without many Comple- 


ments {ate down on the ſears which were 
prepared for them near the Table, My 


' Sleephad digeſted thoſe Fumes, and dif- 


ſipared all the Clouds of my Uunderſtand- 
ing: therefore judging that the Cauſe 
that aſſembled ſuch great Perſonages 
together there in this ſecret Entertain« 
ment could not be but of the higheſt 
importance ; both the Curiofity, and the 
ſhame of having them. witneſſes ro my 
Diſarder, obliged me to keep firm to my 


' Poſt, within the cover of the B=d, and to 


lend an attentive car to all their dif- 
courſe. For the Maſter of the Houſe bes 


_ ganthe Overture of the Conference inthe 


terms following, 

In that part which we do hold of the 
Government of the State, it is not enough 
thar a finccre Amity doth link us in one 
band of Intereſt and Eſteem particularly 


' tocach other, it we be not alſo united in 


the: ſame Judgment as to all which 
| : CONCerns 
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ae 'The Intereſt of England 
toncerns the publick Good, In our fors 


mer Conferences we uſed to take juſt 
meaſures how to reQifie things withiz 
the Realm ; but now it reſts with us to 
agree upon ſome Maxims which are to 
be maintained in regard of Fqrreign mat- 
ters, to theend thar in theſe Rencounters, 
wherein we are togive counſel, we may 
a& in all things with a perfe& Concert * 
which no doubt will give a great weight 
to the Reſolutions which ſhall be formed 
thereupon and the preſent Caſe ; ſince 
never have any Counſellours treated of 
nicer Points, nor more ſerious ones than 
thoſe which are to be debated among us 
to day. The Fire is already kindled in 


our Neigbourhood ; the Monarchy of. 


Span is juſt upon the brink of falling to 
the ground, if it be not ſuccoured ; and 
France 1g a condition to avow the valt 
Deſign which that Crown hath long 
meditared, as well againſt the Peace of 
Europe as the Commerce of our Navige> 
tions, if a powerful Fence be not quick- 
ly made, to keep the Frexch within their 
Bounds, Wherefore all the reſt of the 
Forces of Europe ſtand at gaze, expe 


10g 
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ing the Reſulc of whar England doth * Rh 


termine herein, conlidering us as the 
Counter-balance » which time-@1:-of- 
mind hath held the fcales even berwixr 
thoſe two Great Monarchies , for the 
ſafety of all the reſt, They wait but our 
giving of the Stgn to joyn with us in the 
common Defence : and the better hate 
of them ſeck it from Enolazd ; and the 
others have their £ycs open towards our 
ConduR, to take their meaſures alſo by 
no other. mode] bur what we ſhall trace 
out unto them, _. : 
There is no need of a Providence cy- 
traordinatily ealtghrened, to judge which 
is our true Intereſt in this Conjunure £ 


| but the preſent {tare of our Aﬀairs doth 


not leave us the ſame facilicies ro follow 
it, in which we do abound as to the know- 
ledge thereof, 


©. 


Mean« while the Miſchicf preſſes for- 


wards, and doth not attord place nor 
time ſufficient to expet a benefit of 
other Viciſhtudes, which run fuffciently 
3gainſt us ; nor to Regulate out Reſolu- 
tions by thoſe Events, which take roo 
impctyuous a part in the, Cauſe of thar 


B {ide 
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fide »which we ought moſt to fear, 
Therefore it is more than ſeaſon to form 
our fundamental Maxim, on which all 
our Conduct is to move in this preſenr 
Conjunctures z and at this very Inſtant 
decide , whetner we Will chuſe to be 
imple SpeRtators, or take ſome part to 
at in this Tragedy: ſince the Reſolutt- 
on which we ſhall fix therenpon will be 
the Center, from whence we muſt draw 
all our Lines afterwards. V Vhich is the 
proper Point that we are to diſcourſe of 
row among our ſelves here, before we 
co give our Opinions on the whole mat- 
ecr to the Publick ; and in which parti- 
cuiar I defire the rather to be enlightned 


by your wiſe Reaſonipsgs, by how much 


the more I am aſſured , That the ſole 
Good of the State is the only Rule and 
Objc& of all your Counſels, 

As ſoon as ever he had uttered theſe 


words, one of the Three, after caſting 


down of his eyes, and pondering what 
he was to ſay to the reſt, with having 
thought bcfore he adviſed, began his 
_ diſcourſe thus : 

If late Experience had not taught ts 
Enough 


:n reference to the French Deſigns, 11 ** 


enough to our coſt that it is much ealief 
to begin a. War, than ſucceſsfully to get 
our of it when once it is commenced, 1 
would enlarge my ſelf on that Subject 
to repreſent unto you piece by piecc the 
Dangers, Incommodittes, and Loſſes 
which ſuch a Reſolution uſually doch 
carry along with it ; where frequently 
the Conquerer finds he is more charged 
with Dcbts than with Trophies, and the 
people alwayes have cauſe to mingle 
their Acclamations With Tears, in the 
courſe of ſuch expeniive Triumpi's ; 
ſince before any Edifice is begun, the 
Dimenſions how to ſettle a ſolid Found a- 
tion to undertake the VVarr upon, thould 


previouſly be confidered, by meaſuring 


our Means and Forces as well as thoſe of 
the Enemy with whom we are to fight; 
and the like touching their Power, whoſe 
Intereſt we intend to embrace, 

Our Forces and Means you all know 


are already exhauſied with long and 


ſharp Wars, both at home and abroad ; 
and by the Hand of God , which hath 
been heavy upon us in the late Peſtzlexce 
and inthe Fjrizg of the City of London! 


B 2 Vheree 
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Wherefore 'tis but now that we begin 1 
by the means of Peace to breathe again ; pe 
which. Peace alſo is not firmly eſtabliſh: h 
ed, Time then is requifite for us to take gy 
breath and recover in, after ſo terrible h, 
an Apiration: nor can any thing be ſo 
dangerous unto this State as a Relapſe in 
the midſt of Amendment, It the noiſe xc 
of our Neighbours doth awaken us, our Þ 
Wearineſs likewiſe invites us to ſeek } 
ſome Repole : and in cafe there be dane yg 
ger to ſuffer the Growth of a ſuſpeed (; 
Power, there will not be lefs peril in 1, 
the checking of that power unprepared. 
You know, as well or better thank can r 
tell you, the Condition of the Revenue, X 
and the exceſſive Expence of this Realm, 41 
waich inevitably muſt carry the War 
from home, unleſs we mean ſupinely 
to be deſtroyed: and therefore of nece(- 
firy muſt our Wings be ſuffcred to 
grow again afrer this clipping, before 
that we do off.r to make a new Flight; 
You cannot be 1gnorant roo, that Com- 
merce 1s the Soul & the Life of this King- 
dom, which is the Chanel from whence 
the Abundance of it flows: And the ; 
Wealth 3. 
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en Wealth which we tormerly enjoyed, and 
n; rendred us ſo conſiderable in the World, 
ſit beſides the freſh Experiment of the Dit: 
Ke order and Interruption which the VVar 
dle brought into all the Traffick of the 
fo Land, hath made us clearly ſec, that for 
11 Merchant-mens Fleets to be changed in- 
te to Naval Armies,and the ſubſtance of the 
ur People melted tnto Magazins unulcful- 
k ]y, which might more profitably be im- 
an ployed in rtch and gaintul Navigations, 
©d cannot be the proper Intercſi of Exg- 
In lazd. | 

d.. If we conſider the preſent State of 
an France, VVe ſhall find thar all the reſt of 
Ee, Europe bows under that Power ; and 
MN, thole who are the moſt concerned ro 
ar ſuccour Spatz bleed at the Nole onely, 
ſy without being able to break the Impo- 
1- ſftume within, The Intclligences of 
to Fraxce and. their Praftices make thetr 
re way every-where, cither with Bribes or 
t, by Addreſs; Victory waits {ti}} on all 
n- their Motions : and by having redrefled 
Zz- the Abuſes of their Exchequer, they 
ce have laid an unexbavſtible Foundation 
2 of Money within themſclyes, Over and | 

E--. © above 
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above that, the Frexch are a Nation, o: P 
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rather a ſeminary of Nobility and Soul- & 


diers, ſo verſed in thetrade of War, ax . 
- this proviſion puts chem in a Poſture ne- 


ver to be ſavingly juſtled, 
I grant, Their Deſigns are Vaſt, and 


their Preteations il] grounded :: but how | 


can we take Cognizance of that 2 are 


we Kaights-errant , to expoſe our Lives . 


in the revenging of other mens Quar- 


rels; The large Interpolition of Sea, 


which divides us from the reſt of the 


a 
Cc 
C 
C 
] 


World, may ſhelter us enough from their 
Artempts, without founding of our ſafc- 


ry upon the Conſervation of our Neigh- 
bours, 


Bur ſuppoſe we had ſuch an abun-" 


dance of Charity to ſpare, as to hazzard 


our own ſafety in favour of atiother's ; * 


we ſhonld at leaſt be ſecured before- 
hand, that when we are ar a ſecond 
Charge of ſuccouring them, it might 
- prove profitable unto them ; otherwiſe 


the miſchief being grown to thar point _ 


of Extremity where now it reſts, all in- 


lignificant Remedies of this nature 
would but apger them the more to no | 


par* 
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, or purpoſe: And Spary being deeply ef 
ou]- gaged in the Var of Portugal, which is 


- of an  Apprehenſioa that we may 


alone able to give the Spanzards work 
cnough, as the Spaxzſh Counccls ſtand 


divided, and according to the flowneſs 
of their Operations, their Treaſure be- 


ing exhauſted Jikewiſe, and the princi- | 


pal places of Flazders in the hands of 


'the French, and thoſe which remain un- 


conquered hardly in a condition to make 


any Reſiſtance when they ſhall be ar- 


tacqued, which difpoſcs that Crown to 


| ſeek a Peace with Fraxce on any Terms ; 
- and the Propofitions in order toa League 


Offenſive and Defenfive with them, 
which th:y make to us, being tenared 
oncly to Ezzlaxd as a wily Lure to oblige 
the Frezch toconclude it the fooner, our 
rc- 
ſolve to afſilt Sparz ; wity ſhould we raſh- 
ly, I pray , rhruft our Sickle into this 
blighted Corn > E 
Indeed , when Inconveniencies are vi- 
ſible on all ſides of the Profpe@ of ſuch 
Treaties, the wilcſk Counſel furc is to 
ſuſpend the Reſolution awhile, For on 
which part &n we place our Interc{ 
a = thus, 
Sd 
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1 ; . 
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thus. without incurring blame juſtly 9 


TheBarty of Spain is weak and unlucky ; 


that of Franceis unjuſt, and contrary to 
our good : ſhall we then ſacrifice our © 


ſelves for Spain , which for three years 
together bath ſtood Idle , with their 
arms folded a-croſs, without ſo much 
as proficring to he]pus, whileſt three of 
the greateſt Powers of Chriſtendom Jer 
one another Bloud , and thus were on] 

Paſſive in our Ruin Muſt we then joyn 
with Frazce, which were ſo lately con- 
bined with our Enemies to deſtroy us, 
and that tore the Victory out of our 
hands when we had it ſure 2 Shall we 
contribute the Liquor of our Veins to 
facilitate eheir Progreſs , which oughr 
to be ſo redoubted by this Nation, and 
ſo become tnllrumcntal rowards the 
erecting of a Coloſlu which mult cer- 
tainly rread us under foot with the 
weight of it 2 Ail theſe Conſiderations, 
watch I ſuomir to your Prudence, of- 
Iige me to conclude, Thar- there bcing 
no Part to be rakenin this War which 1s 
ior deſtructive ; the beſt will be to take 
80 Parr, but fit ſtill gobſcrve ed 
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in reference to the French Deſigns, 17, 
the Game Is play 'd, and 11 the meain 


time to provide for the repairing” our 
Revenyes, and quicting of Diſorders 
'at home, by conciltating and re-uniting 


the minds of the People, the Re-citae 
bliſhment of Commerce, and to pur our 
ſelves into ſuch a Condition, that the 
Conquerour may not be able to make a 
wrong uſe ot his Viſtory to our preju- 
dice. And in the mean time ,DOt to remaln 
alrogether Idle in the common Danger 
of Europe, we may contribute our cndea- 
vours to obtain a Peace, and by a happy 
Accommodation ſtop the courſe of theſe 
Conqueſts, which give us ſuch juſt Jca- 
louſfie, 

He had ſcarce made an end of ſprak- 
Ing, when a lictle murmur aroſe among 
the reſt of the Conferrers, which made 
me concelve that they Gid no wayes 
approve of what he did urge, Vherein I 
found that I was nor deceived neither ; 
pecaule he which fat right over a02inll 
him , anſwered him preſently aftcr this 
Manner 

If Peace were a Bencfit which alwaies 


01d depend upon our own Choice, and 


it 
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it VYar were nor, ordinarily ſpeaking, a is 
Mifchief as neceffary as the other is ; the +1 
Queftion which we do Treat of now '« 
might calily be reſolved, and woald not - 
require any longer deliberation. Bur jr 
1s not enough to conſerve Peace, to have 
a pacifick Spirit, if our Neighbours like- 
wile be not of the ſame Diſpoſition to- | 
wards it; which in «ffc& is to reckon 
without the Hoſt, by founding the hopes 
of our future Quiet, barcly on the pro- 
miſes of our own Moderation ; ſince 
thoſe which are the moſt in Love with | 
Peace are oftentimes involved in the op- 
poltce Agiration, whether they will or 
no, by ſome violent motion of Fortune ; 
and ſo frequently ſtumble upon War in 
the Flight which they make from ir, and 
thus fuffocate the Peace by too much az 
voiding Var. | 

I do avow that the Reaſons which 
were alledged before could not be an- 
ſwered, if he who did ſo well deduce 
them yere able to aſſure us upon good 
grounds, that in keeping our ſelves Neu- 
ters in this War of the Low Countreys, 
we might be ſheltered from the ſtorm of 
another 


22 þ 
the | 
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atiorher War , both 1n the preſent, and 


'the future Tenſe of ſuch Viciffitudes ; 
/or peaceably and long enjoy ſo happy a 
Tranquility» which makes him belicve 
-that we ought to deſpiſe, for that ſpe- 
 culation, all manner of uicful Occafions 
' which Fortune doth daily offer unto us. 
/ But in truth, my Lord, Would you ven- 


ter to be Caution thereupon to rhe State, 
and pawn your Faith to the Kingdome 
and your Honour concerning the Event 2 


' For my own part, 1 hold you too wiſe 
- and too cuick-lighted, to imagine meer- 


ly on the preſumption of unſolid hopes, 
that there can be the oo ſhadow or 
colour of ſafery remaining for us, if one 
of theſe two Monarchics which are at 
this time Engaged in a War ſhould fall 
under the abſolute power of the other, 
or if they do re-unice again by an A- 
greement, in which pofſibiy, as we have 
handled the matter, we may very well 
not be comprehended, In cafe you'l avow 
this Truth, which all the World knows 
to be ſo, it follows that you muſt grants 
that all thoſe Inconveniencies which 
were already alledged to keep us wn 
| 2 
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all. kinds of Engagementare nor longer va- ] 
lid,when there is an indiſpenſable neceſlt- $ 
ty,and the V Velfare and rhe Safery of the 1 


State are at ſtake, 


I ſhall not enlarge my ſelf hereon, to | 
repreſent unto you that our Predeceſ-. 


ſours ever held this to be a fundamental 
Maxime of their Conduct, ro hold the 
Balance equal berwcen theſe two Great 
Monarchies, and that on which fide ſo- 
ever they turned the Scales, Victory did 
uſually follow that Counterpoiſe, which 
never failed to put thivgs into that juſt 
Temperament thar preſerves the Health 
of this Realm, By which means in ſome 
ſort they made themſelves the Arbicra- 
rors of Chriſtendom, becauſe by aftord- 


ing their Help unto one of the two Par: 


ties, they became in eff<& Maſters over 
them both: by ſtill keeping one of them 


at their Devotion, and in our Depen- 


dency, through the proſpect of thoſe 
Succours which they do continually need 
from hence; and the other, with che ap- 


 prehenfion of this Aſſiſtance, For thug 


the Ez2liſh, what with the force of their 
Arms, and the power of Arbitrating in 
Treatics, 


'*T 
F”. 
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Treaties, have alwayes been the Law. 
ſivers to the Succeſs both of* their 
Friends and their Enemies, by holding 


within the palms of their hands the Re 


ſults of VVar and Peace, finding both in 


\ the one and the 'other thoſe Advantages 


and Safetics which this Nation moſt des» 
fired, 

But laying aſide theſe old abſolete 
Maxims , from which notwithſtanding 
wiſe men will not willingly depart withe 
out the preſſure of ſome invincible Ne= 
ceſſty, ro come to the Circumſtances 
of the preſent time; Ir is evident that 
the war of the Low Countries cannot 
poſſible terminate otherwiſe than by the 
Fall and Oppreſlion of one of the two 
Parties, or by an Accommodation made 
betwixt thew, If they do agree,and thar 
England hath no ſhare in the Treaty, 
who will aſſure us that they 1 not unite 
for our Ruine; or ar leaſt, France, which 
cannot remain Jong without war , will 
not turn their Arms againſt us > But if 
Spain falls, we ſhall then be like Dancers 
of the Ropes that have lolt their Coun- 


.terpoiſe, and ſo are rcady to tumble 


down 
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dowh every ftep they make, VWhat good: 
_ opinion + ſocver We have of Fraxce, it + 
cannot be denied, nocwithſtanding, that 
in this Caſe, after the French have tri- * 


umphed over Sparz, they will be Maſters 


over our Fortune too; and that our be- | 
ng thus muſt intircly depend upon their | 
Moderation, For, Gentlemen, do you : 
think that we can take reſt (ecurely upon | 


ſo weak a Foundation as the Giddineſs 


of their Charity is > fince 'tis certain © 
| thar the 20} Chyiji:an Kizg hath too | 


much Ardour and delire of Glory to 


dwell in Idleneſs at home, after ſuch a *- 
Conquelt, And therefore, ſceing his Do- | 


minions and Reputation notably increa- 
fed, he will form ro himſelf new 1dea's 
of enlarging the bounds of his Empire 
both by Sea and Land, according to the 
knowledge which we have of the divers 
Inclinarions of his Courtz whereof ſome 
will put him on to become Maſter of the 
Commerce of Europe, and employ thoſe 
vaſt Treaſures he hath heaped together 


In order to that Deſignthis way ; others, 


ro engage him in the finiſhing of his 
Conqueſts over all the Low Conntreys : 
and 
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4” and ſome likewiſe, to begin by us 
t open the Path to the Subduing of allbrher 
*  Stares which may probably oppole this 
 Defign, So thar which advice focver of 
theſe he doth embrace, 'twill be equally 

; dangerous as tous here, and perpetually 
oblige us to {tand upon our Guard, with 
the Burthen of a continued Expence on 
our backs, as well as the Incommodities of 

a VVar, though we ſeem to be in Peace 

with him. 

On this Poſition then I ſay, that the 
worſt Party for England that can be ta- 

' ken, whether by choice or neceſfity, is 
that of ſitting Neuters, By uniting with 
Spatny we' do follow our ancient Maxim 
and Intereſt, which hath ever been ſuc- 
ceſsful to this Nation, whith 1s, ro be 
{t11] Maſters of the Balance berwixt theſe 
two Monarchies,as I urged before,Stould 
we therefore embrace the Party of 
France, we may hope for a conliderable 
portion in the Spoils of Spazys And 
both in the one and the other cale we 
ſhall find our Surety and other Advanta- 
ges in the Treaties of Peace which ſhall 
be made, Bur by remaining Neutral we 
muſs 
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To preſerve the firſt then, Spain muſt 
be aſlifted from hence ; and ro make a 
new Rampart, we muſt divide the Spoil 
with France, Experience hath ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn us, that our Ports are not inac- 


 ceſ{ible ; and Reaſon demonſtrates, thar 
. thoſe can never. be ſecure from the like 


Attempts, . but by keeping a powerful 
Fleet our at Sea, that we may be abſolute 


| Maſters there. *'Tis a Maxim alſo which 


admirs neither of exception nor diminu- 


_ tion, That a well-governed Kingdom is 


obliged ro arm when War is kindled in 


" _ the Neighbourhood, And though we 


= 1D PERRY IE ORE NV SRO Rn nero raphy; > - 
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ſhould reſolve to rake part neither with 
the one Intereſt nor the other ; yet we 
muſt be ina Poſture eo hinder the Tor- 
rent from coming upon our Land, that 
fo the Conqucrour may not have a mind 
to extend his Conquetts hitherwards. 
Here then is the Charge of Arming, 
which on this Counjuncture is inevitable, 
the equipping of a Fleer, and raiſing of 
Souldiers to be mutually entertained ar 
the Charge of the People, it we do nor 
ſpeedily rake ſome Party ; and all this 
Expence wuhout Glory, or hope to get 


any 
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any fruit by ſo unprofitable a Counſel, . 
wherein our Souldiers will never learn. 


the Diſcipline of War, or extra any. 
Utility from ſuch Prizes, as being unca- 


pable after this manner to ſhare in rhe | 


Booty, or in the ViRtorics and Treatics 


of Accommodation, according to their # 
ſevera] events, Whereas by taking part | 
either with Spazn or France, the Charge | 
would be much leſs, becauſe -he whom 
weaid would largely contribute rowards 
tr z and the Prizes gotten ar Sea might | 


help to diſcharge the Expence both of 


the Naval and the Land- Forces: And 
thus would our Souldiers be exerciſed, 
and our Nation make a noiſe again | 


abroad , and regain the Reputation 


which we have of late but too ignomi- | 
nioutly loſt in the World, For when our | 
men (hall be trained up daily in ftri& | 


Diſcipline beyond Seas, we ſhall by this 
means eſtabliſh a Seminary of good and 
able fighting men at the Coſt of others, 
which will be the firm Pillars of the Party, 
and-render us conſiderable in the eyes of 
all our Neighbours. Befides,this Courfe 
may be a vent ſo to diſcharge the Realm 


a _ 
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of il humours, & agreat company af Idle 
perſons, which now, being without Eme 
ployment, are- a burcthen to the Pub- 
lick, arid whs& one day are capable tob 
EJ | 
of the Stare : whereas, on the contrary, 
what Succeſs ſo:ver this Var ſhall have, 
we ſhall alwayes find our Accomprt in the 
end of ah Accotimodation, whereof, be- 
iig thus prepared, we cannot fail of ha« 
ving the principal Benefit and part, 
All thefe Conliderations then ſeem 
unto me to be ſo convincing, that they 
do oblige me abſolurely to condemn 
the Opinion of Neurraliry, as inconſiſtenc 
with our Glory, Safety, and Fundamen- 
ral Reaſons 6f State; by concluding pos 
ficively, thar we ought to lend anear to 
choſe Propoſitions which ſha!l be made 
unto us from all Parties, and embrace 
thoſe which ſhall be found to be moſt 
agreeable and convenient ro the Inte- 
reſt of the Kingdom. And'in the interim, 
to be the m6re conſidered by bbth' cheſe 
grear Pirtics, and berter affured againſt 
all manner of Artempts 5 my Advice ts, 
That without any longer loſs of time, a 
C 2 ſtrong 


of diſturbing the domeſtick Tranquillity 
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Intereſts of England. 


obſerve by the Countenance of the other 


 wherefore without any farther reflexion, 


eftcQ : 

Your Reaſons, ſaid he, are ſo convin- 
cing, that I do not only reader my con- 
ſent unto them without any Reply, but 

| mean to make uſe of them to ſerve as 
the Baſis and Foundation of that Edifice 
which I have a long time meditated. up- 
On, in ordex to the fundamental Maxims 


* _ 


| fron Fleet ſhould be preſently got rea« 
dy ; 4nd that as many dayes ,as we have | 
to ſpare before the nexe Campagne, ſince | 
now every hour is precious that 1s not | 
well ſpenr as to this purpoſe, may be ems | 
pltoyed to render us henceforwards ne- 
ceſſary untothem whoſe Cauſe we fhall ' 
rc{olve to embrace, and as formidable to ' 
thoſe againſt whom we intend to declarct | 
ſo that on both fides we may be the Come | 
manders of the whole affairs, and give it | 
reſpite or motion by the ſole Rule of the | 


of 
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After that he had ſpoken thus, I did 


| two perſons that had not yet ſpoken, that | 
l this Diſcovrſe did not diſpleaſe them ; 


one of them brisxly began to ſpeak to this | 
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of State of this Nation. Thereforegwithe 
out more ceremony or delay, I ſee thar 
we muſt a, and rake one of the two Pare 
ries, For any other Counſel would be 
dangerous and deſtructive, by expoſing of 
us to a thouſand Inconveniencies, which 
all the humane Pcudence imaginable can- 
not be capable of preventing or avoiding 
in proceſs of time, I remain alſo agreed 
with you z that inthe choice of which 
Party we are totake, we ought not to 
conſider more than julit what our own In- 
rcreſt properly is, which is the Rule-of 
that ConduR of Monarchis, that, as the 
Soul and the Spirit viviſying the whole 
Figure beforeus, gives it motion in the 
Body of the State. 

It reſts thento Form the Conſequences 
upon theſe Principles, and decide which 
of the two Parties is the moſt convenient, 
France offers Roſes unto us ; Spain no- 
thing but Thorns, The firſt preſents us 
with a Scheme of Conqueſts without 
Dangers; the laſt with proſpe& of 
Dangers without Profit, The one invites 
us to be their Companions of aflured 
ViRories, of which they haye already 

Poo oY beaten 
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beatenghe way ; the other doth ſolicite | 


us and implore our Aid onely to help 
them out of the mire, without apy other 


Benefie than, as the old Proverb: ſayes, | 


There's your labour for your pains, at the 
price of our Blood and Lives, If we ſhall 
engage in the Afſiſtance of Sparz, in ſuc- 


Courting them we run a Riſca of being 


loſt our ſelves, without yer being able ro 
re-eſtabliſh them : But by joyning with 
France, we ſhall partake of the Spoils 
with them, which we cag never by force 
be able to rake out of their hands ; fince 
the Progreſs of France is now arrived at 
ſuch a point of Effet, that all our 
Powers combined together are not ſuf- 
ficient to ſtop it z and then both our 
Reſiſtences and Succours will ſerve bur 
to ruine the Spantards rhe ſooner , and 
bring the Vengeance of the French upon 
our own heads, And if Spaiz comes to 
fink under the weight of the War, all 
the Burthen of 'that Fall centers upon 
Exgland alone; In fine, "tis agitated 
thetefore ſingly as' to this particulary 
Vhether we will .ngeds chuſe to embark 
an & Veſſel ſo driven with orms, or ina 
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"| | 
| Ship which ſails at eaſe with full Saits,ſC- 
' ”*  conded with the favorable Gales of For- 


rune, 

But in caſe all theſe material Objcai- 
ons cannot dlvert us from engaging in the 
ill Fortune of the Spaniards, ler us ſee 
on what Terms at lea(t we can aflift them 
uſefully, If we ſhall ſend Troups into 
the Low Countreys to their Aid, tis, in 
effec, to overwhelm them by the very 
weight and charge of thoſe Succours,and 
ſacrifice ſo many of our own SubjeRs 10 
Famine and miſery, as. we do thus ſcnd 
Souldiers unto them z becauſe they have 
neither Countrey cnough left ro Lodge 
them jn when they come thither, nor the 
Means to Entertain them after once they 
are there, 

If we ſuccour them meerly by Sea, 
that kind of help will not hinder France 
from taking of their Towns in the mean 
time one by one x and fo though we 
ſhould a little incommodate France, we 
ſhall not eaſe Flanders at all, and ſuch 
an Aſſiſtance will in concluſion prove 
none, becauſe 'cis an Application of the 
Plaiſter too remotely, and on the 


4 wrong 
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wrong fide of the Wound. 


If*chen the Loſs of the Low Countreys | 
be invitable, let us do what we can; | 


wereitnot much better that we ſhould 
have or ſhare in the Parceis of ſogrear 
a Shipwrack, than to ſuffer Fraxce to 
groſs them all ro themſelves 2 ſince, 
ſuppoſing that we do divide Booties 
with the Frexch on this occation , the 
Places which by this means muſt neccſſa« 
ry fall into our hands will be ſo many 
new Bulwarks to Exgland, which may 
ſhelter us for the future againſt their 
vaſt Deſigns, of which the Partiſans of 
Spain make a Chimzrical Monſter, to in- 


timidate the Exgliſh from raking part. 


with their beſt and propereſi Intereſt in 
the Caſe, But when once we areentted 


into a Communion of Conqueſts with 


the French, the ſubduing of Flanders 


will ſerve us as Ladders to ative at 


other Projets by, wherein we may pro« 


bably hope to tind our Profit and Satiſ- 
{aQion mutually rogether, as well as the 
Pleaſure of a juſt Revenge, I ſet aſide 
the Conqueſt of the 1z4zes, which we 
could nog fail to encompaſs, whilſt 
"T317 Bo, France 
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France doth hold all the Forces of Spain 


| in play both ar Sca and Land, aid ſo 


occupied , that they | never be able to 
retain what they hold in the New World, 
no more than that remainder of Terriiories 
wk yer they ſtand poſſcfled of nearer 
and. 
| Wherefore as to what regards the In- 
rereſt of this Kingdome, what I have laſt 
urged methinks might ſuffice ro make 
you of my Opinion. And if we do im- 
partially conſider that of the Rojal Fa- 
mily, What can be more important and 
convenient for it, than to have ar their 
Devotion a neighbouring Power hard by 
which is ſo formidable, and that is able 
to protetthemin a few hours from all 
manner of Revolutions that they may 
( and perhaps not without cauſe neither ) 
apprehend at home, by thus commanding 
both the Treaſures and the Armies of 
Fraxce whenever they ſhall have any need 
of chem, to pur a Bridle in the months 
of all ſuch as do ſeek to check their Aur 
chority > 

I avow ghat our propereſt Intereſt 
were to hold the Ballance equal between 
DE TE ” Spain 


;n reference to the French Deſigns, 33 * 


- 34 The Intereſt of England 


Spain and France, if we could ; but we 


ſhodld then have thought ſooner: of that | 
 whil{ theſe matters were in a conditio 
to be diſputed : For at preſent, the | 
Weight of the Caſe inclining totally ta | 


ene Side,fo that we can No longer oppoſe 
Frauce with Spain, as a Barricado againſk 
their Defigns, we muſt now think how to 


become our ſelves the Counterpoiſe of | 
_ France, and the Defence of Europe , by 


cſtabliſhing of our Power beyond Seas an 
{ſolid Foundations, thar all other Princes 
may conlider us hereafter as the onely 


People who are capable of reſiſting the | 
Deſign of the #4ziverſel Monarchy ; and | 


ſo as Fraxce it (elf may not be able impu- 
nitively to thwart Exglaxd in this Reſa- 
lation, becauſe then our Safety will be 
much more firmly ſettled by our own 
firength' than with the force of others ; 
and all thoſe who apprehend the Progreſs 
of Frauce wuyl conjoyn with us, and be- 
come tyed to the Fortune of Englaud, as 
they would be ar this inſtant te Sparz, if 
they ſaw that Monarchy in a Condition 
to be able to maintain them, , 
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So that all thoſe Reaſons do oblige. 


' mero conclude, that we mutt no longer 


hefirate on this point of raking part 


| with Frances and accept of thoſe advanta- 
© | gioyus Offers which the French make un- 
| tous, both in reſpeRof the publick good 
' of Chriſtendome, as well as eur own 
.| particular ſecurity; ſince by being united 
'| to them in a Knor of ſuch inſeparable 
Conditions, and on a Conjuntture of Afr 


fairs, becauſe of which they dare refule 
us nothing that we ask, what need we fear 
from the oppoſite ConjunRion of any 0- 
ther parties 2 

_ All the Aﬀiſtents at this Conference 
began to expreſs Indignation againſt this 
part of his Diſcourſe, and ſhewed by their 
Unquietneſs all the while that he ſpake 
thus, that they had much ado to keep 
from interrupting of him, or to refrain 
from anſwering Tumulcuonfly , before 
that he had made an end.. | Bat as they 
offered to reply in heat all at once, to 
deliver their thoughts on this ſubjcc, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, who had not 
yer delivered tis ſenſe to the Compa: 
Dy , broke filence, and with a little 
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ſmile, which had ſomething in it grave, 
and fcornful , dexterouſly intermingled} 
rogether , addreſſing himſelf ro him 


who had ſpoken with ſo much length} 
juſt before, held on the Dcbate as fol-} »' 


lows. 


I know your prudence, my Lord, too} 
well ( ſays he), and your Lordſhip's | 
difintercſled zeal for the good of the| 
State, to believe that -you can mean}. 


ſeriouſly what you have urged on the 
bchalf of Fraxce ; but rather am per- 


ſwaded, ( and thar eaſily roo) that | 


with an ingenious Arrtifice you have 
thus diſguiſed your own true Sentiments 
of - this Cafe, the better ro penetrate in- 
tothe bottom of ours, and fo give op- 
portunity ro ſee clearlier through all 
the Reaſons and the Doubts which 
may be formed there upon touching 
this Matter, af which we do now treat; 
fince the eruth of any Argument doth ne- 
ver ſo well appear and endure the light, 
as when it is fifted to the very root, 
and that the Reflexion thereof is exal- 
ted by the oppoſition of the contrary 
ſenſe, So that ya combating with 

| your 
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{ your Opinion, I ſkall ill think that we 
{ doe nor diſagree, bur rather to diſſent in 
| theExpolition of a vain Phantaſm, which 


your erected for ſport ſake to divert 


| us, and give the Company Recrea- 


tion, Cele th 

Allow me then to tell you, that this 
projet, upon Which you have thus 
exerciſed the acuteneſs of your wit with 


; ſo good a Grace, is both unprofitable 


and Chimzrical, no leſs than ſhameful 
and unjuſt, and ruinous towards Eng- 
land to all intents and purpoſes wharſoe- 
ver: whereas the deſign of ſuccouring 
Spats is facil, honourable, profitable, ne- 
ceſſary, and ſuitable to the Fundamental 
Maxims of our State, And if you pleaſe 
wo afford me never ſo little attention, tt 
will not be difficule for me to prove un- 
to you very clearly according to your 
own Judgement, whar I ſhall propoſe of 
this nature 3 that we ſhall perfeQly ac- 
cord in one and the ſame Reſult, and 
canvince you fully of the truth there- 

of. 
The Defign which you mention, is of 
the like nature, that it were to dee 
| moliſh 
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moljh an old ſtrong Edifice, to build 4Þ In 


new Caltle in the Air ; or like his, 
whoy to retiew his youth, conſented to 


be cut into pieces, and put his ſeveral} 
members into an Alembick of Glaſs | 
To follow your Counſel then, we wut | 


alter the whole Conſtitution of our Po- 
Iiticks, from innovated Intereſts and 


Forreign Maxims, by wtning all things | 


upſide down, even from the Accidents 
to the very Genzus of the Nations and 
diftil more modern Bloud into the veins 
of the .people than that which rhey 
have hereditarily received from Father 
toSon, But ler us,l bcſeech you, examine 
on what Ground,and with what Materials 
this new Edifice is ro be raiſed. That 
Earth which you have propoſed unto'ns 
ro make ir ont of, is a moving fore of 
Sand, or a Floating If{land, in which 
we can never fix on any firm Bottom: 


EPI 


] 


| 


'Tis upon Fraxce that you woula have. 


us eſtabliſh our Fortune , to found a 
power which one day may counterba- 
lance the power of the French, or ar leaſt 
(helrer us from their vaſt Deſigns, Nays 
you will needs have Fraie made th6 
Inſtrument 
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Inſtrument of a greatneſs in a Neigh- 


| bour, which they ought to ſuſp:R, if 
| they be nor beſorted by fo putting Eng- 


land into a ſtate to be able ere long to 
ſtop their progrefles, aad ere& a Bal- 
wark in us againſt themſelves, As if 
France, that is our hereditary Enemy 
and hath ſooften tried what we are able 
ro do againſt the Englarging of theit 
Empire z who have graven deep in their 
hearrs the injury of the Title which (to 
their ſhame) England carries in all pub- 
lick Treaties, and hcr Trophees in 
reference to that Crown ; this very 
France, Which hath no greater defire 
than ro take the Dominion of the Sex 
from us, and the precedency in Com- 
merce, will help us (as you believe ) 
to conquer the /ndzes, in which one third 
part of his Realm is intereffed, and of 
which they do ſuck away all the Mar 
row with the ſeminarion of their Baubles, 
by the ill husbandry of the Sparrards ; 
She who juſt now comes from Joyne 
ning with our Enemics againſt us, 
after ſhe had firſt contrived how to 


and 
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and the States of the United Provinces 
under” divers falle motions; who 


ſnatched the Victory out of our bands; . 
when we were morally certain of beat- | 


ing the Dutch ; who reduced the Biſhop 
of Muxfler ro a neceflity of ſeparating 


\ from us in this War, after that he had | 


received oitr Aſhſtence in large ſums of 
Money ; debauched Denmark from our 


party ; hindred the Swegdes to arme in. 


our favour, and contrived the whole 
Fabrick of that Afﬀront which we re- 
ceived in the River of Thames: Can 
you, after all theſe demonſtrations of 
the Rancour which they bear in their 
hearts againſt England, be ſo uninge- 
nuous as to believe that the Frexch will 
make a Bridge for us on the other ſide 
of the Sea, as {incerely intending by this 
means to make us participate of their 
conqueſts with them, or ever to unite 
in a ſound Amity with our Intereſts 2 
For God's ſake then diſabuſe your ſelf, 
as ſoon as you. cany our of this groſs 
Errour, if it be ſo that it hath got the 
leaſt Fixation in your mind ; ſince you 
cannot cordially reaſen thus, or _ 
the 
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the leaſt hope of ſuch an Incongruity 
in the Reaſon of State of other Nations, 
without conceiving at the ſame time thar 
the Frexch have loſt both their wits and 
Judgement; of which yet there is no 
| great reaſon why we ſhould think;as they 
| have handled us in the matter of Nego- 
| tiations of late: for therein I am ſure that 
we do find them to have more than com- 
mon ſenſe, yo 

Fraice indeed will be glad to have 
us for rhe Inſtruments of their Ambiti- 
on, bur never for Companions of their 
Glorie , or Rivals to their Greatneſs, 
The French do, I confeſs, ſeck to make 
uſe of us ro pull the Cheſnur ont of the 
Fire, to ſave the burning of their fin- 
gers ; bur when that is done, the French 
will not endure that we ſhould eat any 
bir of the Kernel, And the work 
which they do now make for us, both at 
home and abroad, is fo incompa- 
tible wich our Intereſt and Deſigns, as 
well as their own, that their profeſh- 
ons towards us at this time cannot 
poflibly be fincere'; . except - they be 
grown ſo kind on' a ſudden, as to over- 
. 'D throw 
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throw all their Fundamental Laws 
and in favour of Erglaxd change the 
whole face of their Deſigns which 
they bave hitherto bin forming upon Eu» 
rope. 

"They pretend that the Low- Conn- 
trezs are emirely fallen ro chem by the 
right of Devolution, which Frazce bath 
forged to belong to its ſelf, Then 
are all thoſe Provinces by - conſequence 


Bnited to the Frexch Crown, nor can | 


their King divide or alienate any part of 
them. . 

If this be true, to our a agg 26 
though he would never fo fain, but 
that it muſt be ſubjeR ill ro return 
again to their Tribunal, they have 
annulled the Repunciation of the 1n- 
fauts of Spain , and thereby have for- 
med a Right to the ſucceſſion of that 
Monarchy , in caſe the yeung King 
ſhould come to fail of a Succeſſour. 
So that the moſt- Chriſtian King can 
Stive us no ſhare in the diſmembring of 
Spazn , Without doing prejudice to 
a Right which he pretends to be 
acquired unalienably to his Crow, 
an 
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and whereof he himſelf may not gther- 
wiſe diſpoſe. 

Next, ler us view the Materials which 
we are to bave; to build this new Edifice 
with, Either we muſt undertake this 
War at our own Charge, or at the Exe 
pence of France, If it beundertaken ar 
the Coft of France, we mult be their 
Hirelings (at beſt,) as the Tartars be to 
the Ottomans ; and cannot move one ſtep 
beyond What and How they | have us 
at: France, on theſe terms, will always 
hold the Bridle in our teeth, and the Ca- 
weſſon upon our noſes, to make us ſtop, 
rucn and wind,in the middle of the Cour- 
ſes, juſt as they pleaſe, From the very 
firſk moment that we ſhall grow burthen- 
ſome unto them, they have but to withs 
draw theit Supplies, to make us fall head- 
Ing to the Ground ; and then the Share 
which we pretend in their Conqueſts 
doth purely and arbitrarily depend on 
their diſcretion. 

Bur if we ſhall undertake to carry on 
this Deſign out of our own proper Purſe, 
who ſhall furniſh us with the Means. of 
doing it > Do you believe that the Par- 
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liament and the People will give away 
their Subſtance to a againſt the true 
Intereſts of the Realm > and that they'l 
Bleed, to quench the ambitious Thirſt 
of the Frexch 2 or deſtroy Spain , from 
whence all the abundance of our Com- 
merce is derived ; and which even at this 
Inſtant grants unto us ſuch notable Ad- 
vantages by a Treaty which is ſolemnly 
ratified ? 

The part which F-axce doth offer us 
in the Comme of Oſtexd and Neuport 
is 4 vait Liberalicy indeed, bur till of 
other folks Goods, Ir would become 
_ them far better to reſtore back Duxkirt 
to Enpland, which they cheated us of 
by Surprize ; or the Town of Calts, 
which they have diſmembred from our an- 
cient Dominion, They take from us what 
is our own already, and preſent us with 
nothing but whar is not in their power to 
give; becauſe they cannot beſtow either 
rhe Title or the Poſſefſion of what they 
do offer in this Kind upon us ; which if 
we will have, we muſt pain it by the 
point of the Sword, And this Train 
which they do ſhew us, is of the ſame na- 

ture 
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- ture with thar ſort of Temptations with 
which the Devil tempted our Saviour 
from the top of the Pinnacle. But go nut 
you diſcover that this is a ſubtile Arti- 
fice ro imbroil us again in a new War 
with the States of the 4nited Provinces, 
who have the Intereſt to defend theſe 
ewo places as much as if either Anſter- 
fam or Flulhieg were ſo detigned upon 2 
And without an abſolute Naval Victory 
we cannever hope toconquer them ; and 
ſuch a Conqueſt ar Sea too, as ſhall put 
the Hollanders out of all manner of poſſi- 
bility to afford any Succours in this Caſe. 
. Thisis a very hard bone which Fraxce 
doth caſt in for us to gnaw, whil &t they 
eat all the Marrow out of it: In fine, 
when the Arms of Frazce, joyned to our 
Forces, ſhall have pur us in poſſeſſion of 
theſe rwo places ; yet they | be totally 
unoſcful to England, when France 1s 
poſſeſſed of all the reft : Becauſe thus 
the Freach will (hut us quire out of the 
whole Traftick of the LZow Countreys , 
and will be alwayes in a Condition to 
drive the Exgli]þ away from thence, un- 
leſs we do reſolve continually to keep a 
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Fleet at Sea for the conſerving of 
them, | 
If this Deſign be hollow and viſiena- 


rys it is not leſs ſhameful than Airy and - 


full of Injuſtice, We have no manner of 
Pcetenſion on the Monarchy of Spar, nor 
15 it Qur Geni#s to whet our ſpirits to 
form Caſtles in the Clouds of Chimzrical 
Rights, What Glory can it be toour 
Arms to help to oppreſs a King in Mino- 
rity, ef ix years old, by ſurprize ; only 
becauſe we find him now to be rudely 
attacqued and unprovided ; on a frivo- 
lous pretext, immediately after the 
French had given the Queen his Mother, 
and his principal Miniſters of State at 
Madrid , ſuch ſolemn Aſſurances to the 
contrary, as well as at Pargs, touching 
the inviolable continuation of a good 
Peace and a fincere Friendſhip > The 
manner which Sparx hath held and acted 
with us newly in relation to England, 


; when we were aſlaulted by three power- 


jul Enemies at one time, ought to ob- 
ligeus , ar leaſt to be deat to the artificial 
Allurements of Fraxce, For although the 
French have tryed by all the wayes ima- 
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ginable, and with Offers incomparably 
more advantagious than thoſe which 
they do make ro us ar preſent, to the 
end that ſo they might have gained the 
Forces of Spatz to unite with them to 
our inevitable Oppreſſhon ; yet was it 
never in their Power to ſhake the unal- 
rerable Amity which the Spaniſh Nation 
have for us by a kind of natural Sympa- 
thy, which one knows not how better 
to expreſs than by the Immutabilty of 
it, whether we do oblige or diſoblige 
them, Would itnor then be an Ingrati- 
eude totally inconſiſtent with the Honour 
and the Hoſpitality of the Ezgliſþ tems 
per, ſo ſoon to forget this Kindneſs ; ſince 
at the ſame inſtant that Spain was che 
deeplieſt engaged againſt Portugal, rhey 
did notwithſtandipg openly oppole the 
Deſigns of Frazxce which ſeemed to the 
prejudice of England, by refuſing them 
( in contemplation of us, firmly and with 
'grear reſolution) Paſſage for thoſe 
| (4 of theirs which they ſent to ruine 
the Biſhop of 44uaſter, our Ally and Conz 
federate then, Ve cannot complain of 
any Injuric or Attempt wherein the Spa- 
eg: D 4 murds 
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niaras have tampered againſt England. | 5 
No League nor ancient Treaty doth ob- | 
lige us to ſecond the Deſigns of France ; A 
and we cannot conclude new Alliances | ®! 
with the French to this purpoſe, without | Ec 
directly contravening that Treaty which c| 
we have lately ratified with Spa/z. Ler | Ni 
us ſee then what rhe Herald is to ſay to C 
the Spantard; that ſhall be ſent rodenounce j 
War unto them on this occaſion from l 
England ; or with what Reaſons we ſhall ( 
be able to fill a 4/Zazifeffo which we would | 
offer to the: Publick, whereby to juſtifie 
the Cauſes of this Rupture, Where. | 
fore I leave the Care, my Lord, to you, 
being that you ſeeni to be the Author of 
this Counſel, to found it well in the point 
of Juſtice. But pray,ſee that you p:rform 
it better and with more grace than rhe 
Writer of the Queen of France's Pretenfs- 
9ys hath done, he | 
I ſay farther yet, That this Deſign is 
both prejudicial and deſtructive z and 
that it Carries along with it moſt perni- 
cious Conſequences, as well in the pre- 
fent time as the time to come, For from 
Thc very moment that we do break with 
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Spain, our Commerce will ceale, with 
the effeQs of all thole great whe 
Advantages which the Spa- * By 've Treas 
ty laſt ratified 
niards have * newly grant- ,t aadrid by 
ed unto US: and the Mer- the Earle of 
chants of this Realm, who pea 
trade there, will juſtly be þafedour there, 
confiſcated ; fince all the 
Profit that we draw from thence muſt on 
theſe terms infallibly redound in favour 
of the Hollanders, whileſt our Arms do 
buſic the Sparmards in the Low Coun- 
treys; and the Frezch, as they do their 
utmoſt againſt Sparn, at the ſame inſtant 
will ſeize their principal Ports into their 
power, and thus become ablolute Ma- 
ſtcrs of the Commerce, by putting theme 
ſclves into a Poſture toere&t a Dominion 
over the Sea, which we can never after- 
wards be able to refiſtk, Nor abovethree 
years ago France was hard!y able to ſct 
forth Twenty Ships, (that i: co ſay, Men 
of War;) now they haye Sixty !arge Vel- 
ſels, rooey furniſhed and well armed, and 
do apply all their induſtry and pains 1n 
every part to augment the number, 


Could thc Ghoſt of Queen Elizabeth re- 
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turn «back into the World again , fhe 
would. juſtly reproach us who are the 
Miniſters of State here in Exglazd, for 
having abandoned her good Maxims , 
by tamely ſuffering before our Eyes a 
Maritime Power to increaſe, which ſhe 
ſo diligently kept dawn throughout the 
whole courſe of her Reign, Whereas 
you are ſo far from oppeſing the Growth 
of this Power, that you rather ſeem to 
deſire England ſhould facilitate the 
wayes to make it grow the faſter, and 


render it yet more formidable than ir is, 


by the Acquiſition of the Sea-Ports , 
which in concluſion muſt infallibly bring 
Fraxce to be Mifſtriſs of the Commerce 
of the 7zdies. - All the World knows the 


vaſt quantity of Money and Arms which 


the Frexch have accumulated to that 
End alone out of the richeſt Purſes of 
that Kingdom, I agree to what hath been 
ſaid before very prudently in this Con- 
ference, that our Power and Greatneſs 
doth principally conſiſt in the matter of 
Commerce ; and therefore I conclude 
even from thence, by an ynerrable Con- 
ſequence, that Commerce ought to y 
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the chief Obje& of our Jealoufic, -and* 

that we are bound to be as tender cf: the 
Conſervation of this Benefit as of the 
Apples of our Eyes, But then we muſt 
look far off how to prevent whatſoever 
may hinder the Progreſs of Trade, or 
diminiſh the abundance of this Come= 
merce. We have nothing to fear in this 
particular on the accompr of Spaiz, 
which applies little towards Traffick, 
and leaveth almoſt all the Advantages 
thereof freely to the Ezxgliſb in their 
own proper Ports. Bur if this Intereſt 
ſhould fall into the power of an induftri- 
ous and aQive Nation, and a People cor 
vetous of Gain, as the Frexch are , we 
are not to expe any ſhare of the Utili- 
| ty, or to partake with Fraxce therein 
bur rather that they will preſcribe the 
Law of Commerce unto the Ezgl:ſþh, ac- 
cording to their own will and pleaſure, 
As ſoon as ever 'tis known that we do 
rreat of ConjunRion with Frazce , one 
of theſe two things muſt neceſſarily hap- 
pen : either that Spatz, finding it ſelf 
uncapable to reſiſt the Union ef both 
Forces , wall ſend a Blank to the Frexch | 
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King to make . ſuch Conditions with 
them as he thinks beſt,' by conceding un- 
to him all their Portion in the Low Cour 
treysz Or thar all thereſt of the Powers 
of Europe, juitly apprehending fo terri- 
ble an Union, will joyn with Spazz to 
ſtop the Torrent of our Deſigns, In the 
firſt tate of the Caſe then, we ſhall quick- 
ly find our ſelves taken for perſons de- 
luded in this Negotiation, and France 
only gather all rhe fruir of the Couzen- 
age ; of which the Shame of having been 
ſo groſly cheated can only remain to us, 
when the whole World diſcerns that the 
delire of Prey hath prevailed with Exze 
land above the Faith of thoſe ſolemn 
Treaties which we have made with the 
Crown of $Sparz : and thus ſhall we ob- 


tain no other Adyantage by having made | 


ſach a falſe ſtep, than to have facilitated 
the means for France tO unite all the Low 
Countreys to that Crown without ſirik- 
ing one Blow, to the eternal and irrepa- 
rable damage of the Crown of England. 
For who can aſſure us, that from the 
ſame inſtant when we do declare unto 
Fravce ur jntentian to UVaite With 
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them z the French, inſtead of uniting 
their Party with England, will not ra- 
ther prevail the foocer in their Pretenſt- 
ons with Spain, to make the Spaxiards, 
becauſe of this Apprehenſion, diſpoſed 
to accord to whatſoever Frazce ſhall de- 
mand > which is, as the old Proverb ſays, 
to keep the Mule at our Coſt, and hold 
the ſtirrup unto the Frexch; or play a ridi- 
culous part, in making uſe only of Scare- 
crows,and give a falſcAlarm to favour the 
Deſigns of others, 

Next, who ſhall ſecure us that after 
Spain hath yielded, becauſe of this Ap- 
prehenſton, the Low Conntyyes ro the 
diſpofition of France, That the Spani- 
ards and the Frevch hall not then 
ſtreightly unite together, ro be revenged 
of us, and bring us down > The afhnity 
of Bloud, Religipn, and the hopes which 
the mt Chriſtian King may found to 
himſelf upon the Succeſhon to this Mo- 
narchy, (if the Rexunciation of the 
Queen once comes to be annulled ) are 
ſtrong Links that may very well unite 
them together 5 and the Principal of 
the Diviſion which is at preſent betwixt 
ehems 
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. them, having no other foundation but 
reciprocal Jcaloulie touching the Equa: 
liry of their Power, this Emulation will 
expire as ſoon as ever that Fraxce doth 
ſee Spaty in a Condition to be no longer 


able to diſpute the ſovereign Arbitrage | 


of Chriſtendom with them ; and the 
Cauſe of their hatred being taken away, 


all the Effe&ts thereof will ceaſe like» | 
wiſe, And then the common Intereſts of | 
both will unite them in a Bond which is | 


inſeparable any more, from whence our 
Ruine muſt infallibly ariſe z becauſe the 
Subſtance and Surety of Exglazd ſolely de- 


pends upon the Emulation of theſe two | 
Powers, as the Temperament of a humane | 
Body conſiſts in the oppoſition of the Ele- | 


mentary Qualities, 


But whar ſhall we ſay of the States of | 


the #nited Provinces > Can we reaſon- 
ably believe that they'l remain without 


Motion, or that they i not awaken atthe 


noiſe only of this Negotiation, which 
we (hall carry oa with France. to the De- 


Kruction of Sparz > Since 'tis evidents 


they have no other courſe to take than 
to prevent us, but by joyning themſelves 


with \ 
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with France before we have finiſhed this 
Treaty, or elſe ro bind their Intereſts 
faſt with the Spaziſþ Crown and the Em- 
pire on the firſt occaſion: And then are 
we excluded from all our Pretenſions, 
and all the hopes of our vaſt Conqueſts, 
which we have fancied unto our ſelves. 
And in the next place alſo ſhall we be 
replunged into a long and dangerous 
War; from whence we came but juſt 
now, as it were, to eſcape with ſo much 
eiftculty and damage, France hath yct 
propoſed nothing unto us direaly touche 
ing the Ports of offend and Newport 
to be given to the EngliſÞ ; and tis 
apparent as to England, by ſundry au- 
thentick Documents, that the French 
have no mind to treat ſeriouſly with us 
on this Point, unleſs that they do find us 
difpoſcd to unite with Sparz and the 
States of the Xyxited Provinces for the 
commen Defence. Whereas tis no leſs 
certain that the French have exprefly 
made the very ſame Propoſitions, and 
more advantagious ones, unto the ſaid 
States, by ſoliciting them to re-combine 
with France in order to their old deſign 
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of dividing the Low Countreys mutually 
between cach other, to the entire Ex- 
cluſion both of us and the Spanraras, being 
fully agreed as to this particular, at the 
beginning of ric Var paſt; 
Whercby is clearly to be foreſeen, 
that France confiders us no farther than 
as the worſt of their Proſpects, and thar 
the French will alwayes be. ready to buy 
dearer the Amity of the States of the 
#nited Prowinces than ours, Would it 
not then be a great imprudence in us, to 
ſerve them as Inſtruments on ſuch dif» 
gracefu] and diſadvantagious Terms, to 
contribute towards the engaging of the 
Hollazgers to their Party ? Ir being out of 
doubt, that the Jealouſte which we 
ſhould. ſo give them of eur Negotiation 
with France would be a powerfvl incite- 
ment to the States, to put them upon 
being before:hand with us in this Trca- 
ty, and cut the Graſs after this manner 
under our Fecr, Bur admit all this ſhould 
ceale, I do not ſce what Meaſures we 
can take at this time with Frazce, nor 
what Aſſurances or Precautions the 
Prexch may give us in a Treaty, ſo as 
co 
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to ſhelter England from the Danger of 
that known Maxim of theirs, which is; 
In all Confederations to be bound by no 
other Rule but their Intereſt meerly, I 
avow that the Rupture of the pyrencan 
Treat) frights me, and the remembrance 
of their Proceeding held with us heres 
_ tofore throughout all the Courſe of out 
| Jate War with Ho/azd hath made me fo 
 incredulous ,+ that they muſt (ſhew me 
many Miracles, and evident ones too 
| before I ſhall þe converted to have the 
| leaſt good opinion of the Sincerity of their 
Faith and Dealing: 
{ Thar which you have alledged touch- 
' ing the Support which the Royal Houfe 
| of England may particularly hope for 
' from the Amity of Fraxce, is both a de- 
licate and a dangerous Stone to flir, 
| The Glory and. the Safety of our X 1 NG 
\ doth only conſiſt in the Love of his 
People, and a ſireight Union berwixt 
His M AFE STT and his preſent Parlig- 
»ent, fince He bath no other ſound In- 
' tereſt to rely upon but that of the King- 
dom, having need of noother Arms or 
Aſfience, The hcarty affeCions of IS 
E ud” 
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Subjects and his own Royal Vertues 
will be as ſo many Citradels ered to 
maintain his Authority ; and any other 
projc& is contrary both to his Genius 
and his admirable Prudence, For all 
thoſe who ſhall dare to inſpire any other 
thoughts into His M AFE STT, willin- 
fallibly undergo the weight of his dif- 
pleaſure, as Enemies to his Fame and 
Quicc, But at the Bottom of all, what 
help can he rationally expet from 
France , ſhould he come to need it, 
( which God defend ) after their un- 
worthy abandoning of the K:»g his Fa- 
ther in his great Diſtreſs, and of the 
King Which now is likewiſe, when the 
Wheel of Fortune ran agatnſi them, 
even to the Exftirpation of the Royal 
Line, had not He by whom Kiogs reign, 
wonderfully reſtored them to the 
Throne of their Anceſtors > It was 


that (ſhameful Treaty which the French | 
ratified with thoſe Uſurpers then, thar | 
ſacrificed CHARLES the Firſt to the | 


Ambition of the Tyrant Ol:wer Cromwel, | 
who had ſnatched rhe Scepter from the | 


right Owners and Proprietors thercef. | 
Nays 
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Nay, to ſacha degree was the Inhoſpi« 
rability of Fraxce grown at that time, 
though his Father were thus execrably 
Murthered before rhe cycs of the Frexch, 
| bur Kings own Cozen-german refuſed 
| him a Retreat that might be ſecure for 
bis own Perſon. Therefore 'ris fit that 
the Engliſh ſhould be diſabufed once for 
all, by being better informed , {ſince 
France 1s fo tar from being aſliſting or 
uſeful unto us upon this Conjuncture, 
that in truth they do ſeek only to increaſe 
our Diviſions and Troublcs. 

For is both their Intercſt and Maxim 
ſo ro do; which Conduct hath been ex- 
| attly and heredicarily obſcrved in their 
| Counſels for many Ages together, (and 
newly in the laſt Civil War here) fince 
all the Baits which tncy do preſent unto 
; us are but ſo many Apples of Diſcord 
| Which rhe Frexch Emiſſarics caſt up and 
| down among us, purpoſely ro embroil us 
; Witch our Neighbours, or clſe with one 
+ another, 
| ' Next, let us conſider at preſent whe- 
| ther we ſhall find our Accompt bertcr 
| With Sparn, Tis cvident that folid Rea- 
E- 2 fon 
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[on of State doth torally incline us to 


leave that other Way ; and you cannot 
but all acknowledge this to be our true 
Fandamental Maxim, whereby we may 
keep the Balance 72 equil:brioz and thar 
our Safery doth moſt conſiſt in ſuch an 
£quilibrium: why then ſhould we ſwerve 
from thence our of vain hopes, or quit 
the Body for the Shadow > The Intereſt 
of Commerce no way invites us to take 


part with Frazce 2 and this Truth is ſo 


notorious to all the people of England, 
that there is no Eloquence able to per- 
ſwade them contrary to their own Ex- 
perience theretn, 


le? *Pa- 
ae and favorablet A young *Pu 


of SPAIN. 


The Cauſe is juſt. 


pil unworthily oppreſfed ; 


a Peace ſo ſolemnly and pi- | 
ouſly cſtabliſhed as lightly violated by a | 


Proccſs of Cavils and Lemire, by 


a Proceeding thereupon full of Surpri- | 
fals and Violence, ,as well as Pretenſions 


unjuſtly revived after an 
Authentick * Repuxciat- 
on ; are ſo many voices 


X Vide The Buck= 
ler of State and 
uſtice, Article 44. 


which ſpeak ro the Root | 


of ourConſciences,to call us to that which 


we | 
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we owe to Juſtice, Pity, good Neigh« 
bourhood , the Publick Cauſe of Chri- 
ftendome, and our (clves, For in this mar- 
ter 15 concerned no leſs than the Caſe of 
Royal Succeflions, which Frazce will 
needs have {ubmitted to the Cuſtoms of 
ordinary Citizens, and the Conſervation. 
of that Bulwark which is common to all 
theſe parts of Earope, againſt this Torrcnr 
wiaich threatens the whole Vicinity with 
a great Inundation, and the afſuriig the 
Tranquillity- of the Chriſtian R<publick 
againlt ag unquiet Nation, that wiil never 
defift from diſturb:ng of it until their | 
Inſolence ſhali be abared, 1 
The Foundation then being fo folid, 
becauſe we ſhall in this Oppolition tive 
oO treat wit a Nation that makes pri. 
feſſion of Honow and G+<neroiicy, which 
hath never yer been 2ccuiid to be gwity 
of having violated any pub- * 
lick Treaty.and that would ? 196 remit 
rather * hazzacd the iols gun. 
of their Monarchy than 
their Reputation; the Advartage is 
both ſecure and conſiderable : whereas 
on the account of Frazce we (hall appear 


CINE E 3 bur 
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buras little Acceſories, and the Freach 
will earry vs on as the Firſt Motion, oft 
ly according to the rapidncſs of their 
Progreſs, by applying us meerly in the 
courſe of their Game to their own Ends 2 
and thus ſhall we become the Miniſters 
of their Ambition, and be made uſe of 
like a pair of Stairs, on which they da 
mean to tread in order tothcir obtaining 
the 4niverſal Monarchy, In fine, thr 
Intereſts, it that we are ſti]l predeſtina- 
ed tobe thus gerofly deluded, ,muſt be 
the Rule of ours, and our future Con- 
ouct roo and Operations, Bur in taking 
part with Spazz we ſhall þe the Arbitra- 
tors of Peace and War, and cnabled to 
give the whole weight unto the Reſo- 
lJutionsof each Party, Then will Fraxce 
confider us with terrour and the appre- 
henſion of what our Arms may do, and 
Spain by the addition of our Succours,. 
If we do delire Conqueſts , we cannot 
hope for more lawful ones z nor caſter 
Victories, than to re-unite by this means 
our ancient Dominion in Frazce, which 
haye formerly been diſmembred from 
the Crown of Epgland, Butt we ſhell 
£ | GW imir 


COT cn ia on 
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limit our Dcfigns to the fois citable” 
ment of a Pcace, we can find theA:- 
comprt both of Giory and Safety likewtiis 
therein : ſ11ce ir appears by authei ik 
Letters of Monſjer ide Liown's wills, 
that Frazce is reſolved to be c:ntent 
with Reaſon, as ſoon 1s ever they do [.e 
England fixed to joyn with Spain aid 
rhe States of the Xpited Provinces, SO 
that tis in oue choice whether to make 
an advantagious Var, or procure an 
honeſt Peace, ar the firſt appearance of 
our preparations in Arms, Whereas, On 
the contrary, tis evident by the Inter- 
ception of the aforeſaid Diſparches, that 
thcy. will deſpiſe all manger of Offices 
and Mediations that are not Armcd, bur 
rather purſue vigorouſly their Courſe 
whither Fortune ſhall drive it on, fo long 
as they do meet with no powerful Obſta- 


cles inthe way. 


Therefore, becauſe you ſeem to be- 
lieve that Spazz is reduced to fo low 
a Condition , that our Relief would be 
alrogether unuſeful "to them, and ferve 
for nothing bur to bring down the Ven- 
geance of Fraxce cxaſperated upon us ; 
for God's ſak:, curc your ſelf of this 
E 4 Pannick 
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PaMick fear as ſoon as you can, *Tis 
Fran? endeavours to erect a formidable 
Power, if ſhe finds no Oppolitien in the 
approaches thercunto ; and Sparz proba- 
bly muſt fink under the burthen , unleſs 
that Crown be ſuccoured : though tt is 
as true allo, that the Miſchief is eaſily 
to be prevented, it Remedies be applied 
thereunto in due time, and before that 
the Inconvenicnce root it ſelf too deep. 
All the Advantage which France hath 
gained in this laſt Campaign, is no more 
than an effe@ of their Addreſs, and the 
over-grown Credulity of Sparz, rather 
than of their Valour and Power, All the 
Places which they have conquered in 
Flanders, are but great Countrey-Towns, 
where rhe People being ever the ſtrong- 
cit, he that is Maſter of the Field carrics 
always the Keys of them at his Girdle, 
to enter when he pleaſes; and the win- 
ning of one Battcl recovers them back 
again. 

France hath conſtantly yielded in e- 
very thing where ſhe hath found a real 
Reſiſtance , without gaining any thing 
beyond what the fright of an igcommo- 
dated Multttude hath helpcn them ro 

acquire 


- 
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acquire by ſuch a Surpriſing Invaſion. 
Sparz hath yer great reſorts to recu? un- 
©, provided onely rhey can gain time, 
and the means of making them meet to- 
gether , and thus recoyer their Spirits, 
We know that ſhe hath made Contracts 
for conſiderable ſums of Moncy, and thar 
the Spaxiards are now about to put 
themſelves in a way to be able ſhortly 
ro withſtand the ſtrongeſt Shocks of 
the War : and by the little Diverſion of 
the Forces of Frayce which we may 
make without any prejudice to Ezg- 
land, we can certainly pur Spain into a 
Condition of atraguing the Freachy as 
well as of defending it {cif , and ſo (ſhall 
we reduce France into a neceſlity of de- 
manding peace. Sparz is not urprovided 
of Friends nor Allies, The Emperour 
doth already make. a great ſtcp in fa- 
vour of the Circle of Burgundie z by 
raking of it intircly under his ProteRion, 
as a Member of his Body, The States of ' 
the Znited- Provinces are not aflcep net- 
ther as to their own Proper Intcreſts up- 
on this ConjunQure , and after having 
tried in vain the ſweeter wayes of ap- 
pealing the Tempeſt, they will not aban- 

: OE doa 
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dotr-themſelves on ſo preſſing an Oc- 
caſion,, being thar they do ſce well e- 
nough their Safcetie depends abſolutely 
upon their Reſolution, We know thar 
they deſire a finccre Alliance with us, 
and thar they would make all the pro- 
preſſes neceſiary towards it, could the 
bur diſcern in us any rea] diſpoſition 


not torejc& rhe Offcr, Sweden, which 


is weary to {crve but as anInſtrumear 
tothe Intereſts of Fraxce, to the pre- 
judice of their own Aﬀeairs, will no- 
doubr alſo follow our Motions : and 
tte moſt part ( whom rather Fear than 
Love doth tic unto the Motions of 
France ) will queſtionleſs take off the 


Mask, as ſoon as ever they ſhall ſce a 


conſiderable Power on foot to Protect 
them : Fraxce is 2 Body replcte with ill 
bumours , which will eaſily degenerate 
into an univerſal Corruption, when the 
French are never fo little ſhaken. The 
Jealoulie alone” which our Fleet will 
give them, mult needs oblige them to 
employ rhe bettcr part of their Troops 
to farniſh their Maritime Coaſts; and 
conſequently render them the weaker 


every:where elſe, Belides, it is plain that | 


IN 


[oy 
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in this laſt Campaign, in which hey 
thought to ſwallow ail up at a birg they 
made all the Force that they were able, 
and yer were' not able notwithſtanding 
to bring into the Field above Fourty 
thouſand men, after having drawn out 
of their Garriſons and the Proviſion of 
their Towns all the (trengch almoſt that 
they had there, whereby their Frontiers 
were left naked, Judge then ro whar 
point they'] be reduced, when they'l be 
put both to furniſh their Places on all 
Iides, and divide their Troups too, in 
Alſatia, Italy, the County of , 
* R:fillon, and Flanders; and 
that in all theſe Countries they'] meer 
with Enemies to fight againſt,as well as a 
multitude of Male- contents at home , 
no leſs formidable within the Center of 
their own proper Bowels, For thus they 
can build no longer upon the ſtrength 
of their Army, which is deſtroyed 
very near already by Labour, Sickneſs, 
Diſeaſes, and want of Pay, Wherefore 
they mult begin anew, and with ireſh 
charges raiſe more men, becauſe the ill 
uſage which their Troups have received 
dath render them ſo barren of Souldgs, 
: eat 


or Catalonia. 
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that they are compelled to ſeek Recruits 
and -a9 it were beg Supplies, with vaſt 
ſums of Money, from other States, And 
this Imaginary Fountain of Treaſure of 
theirs, which here is thought to be un- 
exhauſtible, will be found to have a bots 
tom when our Fleet doth diſturb their 
Commerce , 7's Credit WR till then 
NIN they may get with the Pare 
err the tiſans, by ooki of oppreſ- 
our Banquer and {ing the pcople, with Tax 
_— of the gpon Tax, will fail. The 
TO men of buſineſs and the Na- 
tives, being preſſed to unſupportable ex- 
eremities, will quickly cither caſt off the 
yoke, or {ink under the burthen and the 
weightof thoſe Impolitions, Their incae 
pacity to hold our any longer tis well c- 
nough ſeen, by the impoſſibility wherein 
they now find themſclves ro make good 
what they have promiſed the Portu- 
gueſes, whoſe Friendſhip hath been for- 
merly ſo neceſſary unto them, And if 
Spain, a5 tis hoped that ir may do, once 
ſhall rake a reſolution ro be delivered of 
this inteftine VWar with Portugal by 
ſome Accommodation, the Spaztards will 
ſoon be in a condition of being uſeful 
(40; 


to'their Allies, & feared by their Enemies, 
Bur if we do ſuffer the Defigns of Trance 
to paſs by undiſcovered, & impunitively 
to permit them ro-conquer the Low Conn- 
treys towards the total oppreſſion of 
Spain; then I cannot but avow that France 
thus will be moſt terrible unto us, And in 
caſe ar preſent we are afraid of drawing 
their Revenge 6n our heads,then ſhall we 
have much juſter cauſe to apprehend the 
future effeRs of their Ambicion, Where- 
fore at the Bottom of all theſe Reaſons, it 
ſeems to me that by the ſame Principle 
of apprehenſion which you have of the 
French, we are obliged ro oppoſe theſe 
Progreſſes of theirs, which if nor ſtopped 
ww yer render them more redoubt- 
able, 
If fo be that wedo fear them in the 
Field, having ſo many Friends that do 
tender their Alliance unto us, our fear 
were much more juſtifiable, if after the 
rejeting of all thoſe Offers, we alone 
were expoſed to their mercy ;z or that 
our moderation could exempt us from 
their out-rages, but on the contrary, ra- 
ther give the Frexch better Convenien- 
cies of putting thele Violences in Exe- 
Cuiion 
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 entiop, ſhould fuch an infipid Counſel 
prevail; for they | never conſider us far- 
ther than we do make our ſelves Con- 


| fiderable, They have Printed Books of 
their Pretenftons to Engtands Experience 


reaches us (even to this day) that 'tis e=_ 


nough with them to ground a War, 
withour giving them any other cauſe of 
* Scotland ans Hoſtilitie , Thar we have 
Ireland, * Kingdoms belonging to 
this Monarchy which may very well fir 
their Deſigns; which is enough to invite 
the Frenc5 to attaque them ' whilſt Exg- 
land is weak- 

Hiſtory likewiſe doth ſhew ns, how that 


All our Alliances with the houſe of Bur: 


gundie have (i1)] been glorious and uſe- 


ful, and all thoſe with Frarze, unfortu- 


nate & prejudicial, Tis ever more dan- 


gerous to go our of the beaten Road, to 


travel through By-lanes, unknown, and 
dark untried Paths. 

' You! eafily agree with me, that the 
Union of the Mnited Provinces with 
France is the thing of all others which 
Wwe ought the molt ro apprehend as fa- 
tal ro our Crown : and therefore, by 


confequence, nothing can be more fate 


for 
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for England thin to diſuniterthem, "Hea- 
ven furniſhes us now with an occaſion of 
doing that, which we (hall never be able 
to recover again, ſhould it be negleAted ; . 
& it we do ſuffer it roflip away, we ſhall 
bring thar Republick into a neceſſity of 
tying this fatal Knot with Frazce ftrong- 
lier than ever it 'was faſtned before, This 
Union therefore above all others muſt 
be the ObjeR of our Care, as it bath of 
late demonſtratively been the cauſe of 
our misfortunes, 

I conclude then upon ſolid Foundati- 
ons, without heſitating, Thar, in the firſt 
place, we mult necellitity rake part in 
this War, either with Spazz or France ; 
and next, that we muſt not engage 
blind-fold, without taking right :Mea= 
{ures with thoſe who have the ſame In: 
tereſt that Englaxd hath in the Caſc : 
thirdly, that we muſt knit our Party 
firmly together, and get all the Advan= 
tages we can in this Treaty with Sparz, 
as well as all the Security poſſible with 
other Stares; without yer exaRting from 
Spain things which are intolerable unto 
them, whom the loſs of the Low-Countries 
tor fear of being reduced by the Exorbi- 
| tancy 
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ratcy of our Demandsymay plunge into a 
neccſttry of accordigg to whatever France 
marque... 5. | 
This Diſcourſe being ended, I obſers 
ved by their. Countenances, that the two 
Perſons who [pake fit{t applauded this O- 
pinions. and that the third man - was 
much ſhaken. They had ſome farther 


ſpeech together, bur lo ſoftly, that I cans - 


not well colle& the ſenſe of it ; | after 
which all the Company embraced, and 
gave one another their hand, with a re- 
ciprbcal promiſe of ſecrecy, as well as an 
Union in the ſame Defizn, And thus they 


ſeparated each a ſeveral way, with evi - 


dence of great fatisfation & friendſhip, 
And as ſoon as ever they were gon, I ſlips 


| ped back infenſibly again into the former 


obſcurity near the Bed, without being 


Teen by any of the Domefticks, And 


thus whilſt theſe particulars were freſh in 
memory, I did fer them down in Paper; 
and all that I could remember of their 
Diſcourſe,only to ſatisfie my own Curio- 


*  / fity, andthe Curiouſneſs of my Friends; 
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